AMENDMENT NO. 1678

Purpose: To establish a National Commission on Voluntcerism,
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—96th Cong., 2d Sess,
- 8.1843

To provide for Iederal support and =ctimulation of State, local,
and comnunity activities to prevent domestic violence and
provide immediate shelter and other assistance for victims
of domestic vielence, for coordination of Federal programs
and activities pertaining to domestic violence, and for other
Purposes.

Febrvary 28 (egislative day, January 3), 1980

{,~ Relerred to the Committee on Labor and Human Resources and
' ordered to be printed

AMENDMENT intended to be proposed by Mr. DURENBERGER
Viz: At the end of the bill add the following new title:

1 TITLE 1TT—TITE NATIONAL COMMISSION OGN

, 2 VOLUNTEERISM

i

, 3 FINDINGS AND STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

: 4 Sre. 301, The Congress finds aud declares that:

5 (1) Indridual enizens, acting voluntarily, have -p]a}'ed &
6 unique, irreplaceable role in the growth and development of
7 the United States, by identifying and defining hwman serv-
8 ices, advocating on behalf of causes and in hehall of those

B 9 unuble to speak for themselves, and by governing and direet-
( 10 g both private and public erganizations and agencies.
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(2) This tradition of invelvement has resulted i the par
ticipation of the voluntary sector as a puartner with the Gov-
ermient and with other sceind and econcrie sectors of our
Nation in charting the future course of the country. Howev-
er, the tradition is ‘being chalienged by changing employment
preferences, the persi.\:tc:nc-e. af inflution, wnd other socioeco-
nomic factors. Conversely, oiler soclocceromic trends, such
as the preference for earlier retirement, offer opportunitices to
continue the tradition of volunteering. Whe implications of
these trends on the ability and willingness of iudividuals to
volunteer has not been examnined.

(3) Volunicer organizations and, tae Government share
many common goals, and often work together to achieve
these goals. Tlowever, there ave numeross examples of Gov-
ermment policies apd progeoees fhat work at cross-purposes
to the goals of velunteer crgnnizations, present obztacles to
individus] volunteering, or <o not recopeive the potental of
ineluding volunteers. The Severnment should seek, when-
ever possible, to preserve and expand the cooperation and
partpership with voluntess orgonizations. The Government
should, with assistance {rom volunteer erganizations, formn-
late o policy regarding ite parmership with volunteer organi-
zations and the dnvolvement of individual volunteers in

aclieving common goals and program objectives. This policy
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should recognize the independence but mutual concerns of
volunteer erganizations and the Government.
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMISSION
S1o. 302, (1) There is authorized to be established a
National Commission en Volunteerisim.
(b) The Commission shall be composed of twenty-live

members who shall be appointed by the President. The mem-

bers shall be representative of private volunteer-involving or-
ganizations, private volunleer-supporting organizations, mi-
nority, women, and cthuic organizations, employee and em-
ployer organizations, the Federal Government, and State and
local government. A majority of the appomiecs shall repre-
sent private voluntary organizatiens. No snore than four
members of the Commission shall be wembers of the Umted
States Congress.

(e} The President shall appoint ene member of the Com-
mission {o be the Chairman,

(d) Anv \';‘1(:;111&3' on the Commission shall not affect 1s
powers and shall be tilled in the SAme 1per wrovided in
this section for the original appsintment.

{¢) The President shall appeint the members of the

Commission within one hundred and eighty days after the

effective date of this (itle.
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() Thirteen members shall constitute a quorum, but a
lesser number may conduct hearings as may he authonzed by
the total membership of the Commission. |
FUNCTSONS OF THI COMMISSION
Sec. 303. (d)_'i‘hc Commission shall identify the sigmifi-
cant socioeconomic factors expected to affect volunteers over
the next ten years, and shall make a eomprehensive study of
the relationslip of these factors to volunteering. The socio-
cconomic factors to be studied shall mciude, but shall not be
limited to— ;

(1) The age distribution of the United States pop-
ulation and longer life expeetancy.

(2) Changes in the composition of the lakbor force,
including the increase n the number of women in the
full-time work foree.

(3) Changes in atlitudes toward careers, the prel-
erence for most flexible carcer patterns, the preference
for carly retirernent, and the need for income security.

(1) Thu hirher educational attainments of the
Inbor force and the subsequent demand for challenging
jobs, and the decline in the number of fulfilling jobs
being created.

(5) The persistence of inflation and its influence
on the ability and willingness of individuals  to

volunteer,
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(6) The seareity and increased cost of energy.

(by The Commission shall identify the significant publie
policies of mutual interest te voluntecr organizations and
Government, and the prograns carried out pursuant to these
policics, except that the Commission shall not exanine poii-
cies and programs set :fofth in or developed pursuant to title
20 of the United States Code. Such policies and programs
shall include but shall not be Inuited to—

(1) those portxining_to the utihzation of velunteers
or volunteer organizations in the delivery of public
services through granits or contracts, as stipend or un-
stipended volunteers, and through other means;

(2) those providing for offering public techmeal as-
sistanee or support services to volunteers and volunteer
organizations.

{¢) The Commission shall exaumine the aflect of these
rams on the willingness and ability of indi-

Y
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policies aud pic
vidund volunteers and volunfeer organizations fo participate
i the delivery of public services. The Covunission shall pro-
pose changes in these policies and programs that are de-
signed to nerease the oppertunitios for volunteer pariicipa-
tion, strengthen the partacrship between Government and
volunteer orgunizations, and provide flexibility and diversity

m the delivery of public services.
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(d) Within eighteen months of its cffective date, the
Commission shall issue ar initial report of its findings. The
initial report. shall contain propesed recommendations for
Federal and State government action to encourage individual
volunteering and to reinforee the work of organizations of
volunieers.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

SEC. 304, (a)‘ The Commission shall conduct at least
five regional public hearings in diverse geographical sections
of the country to disseminate the initial report and the pro-
posed recommendations. Notice of the hearings shall be pub-
lished in the Federal Registor, and the notice shall be distrib-
uted widely to volunteer orgnnizations, interested businesses,
mterested labor organizations, and appropriate State and
local govermnent officials. The Commission shall take the
public comments into accoun: when preparing the final report
and recommendations.

(h) At appropriate intervals, but at Jeast one each six
menths during the first eighteen months, the Connnission
shall Told a public hearing to report on the progress of its
work and to solicit public comments. Notice of the hearing
shall be published in the Federal Register, and the notice
shall be distributed widely to volunteer organizations, minor-
ity and ethnie organizations, interested businesses, interested

labor organizations, and appropriate State and local govern-
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ment officialy. The Commission shell take the public com-
ments into aecount when proceeding with its researcl, in
preparing the initial report and the proposed re :omimenda-
tions.

(¢) No later than twenty-four months after its cffective

date, the Commission shall report to Congress and the resi-

dent its rescarch findings, its recommendations, and sum-

maries of the comments received during the public hearings.
POWERS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROVIEIONS

Src. 303, (¢) The Commission may, in §511'1‘)'111g out the
provisions of this title, sit and act at sueh tizﬁ(fs and places,
hold such hoarings, take such testimony, requost the attend-
ance of sueh wiinesses and the production of such books,
papers, and doenments and have such printing and binding
done, as the Commission deems advisable.

) The Commissioner may acguive diveetly from the
head of any department, agency, strumentality, or other
authority of the exceutive branch of the Government availa-
Be information which the Commission determines wselul m
the discharge of its funetions. Euel department, agency, 1m-
strumeniality, or other authority of the exccutive branch of
the Government shall cooperate with the Conmnission and, (o
the extent permitied by Jaw, furnish all information requested

by the Commission,

.
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(¢} Subject to such rules and regulations as mayv he

adopted by the Comumission, the Chairman is authorized to—

(1) appomt and lix the compensation of an execu-
tive director, and such additional stafl personncl as
may be necessary, without regard to the provisions of
title 5, United States Code, governing appeintments in
the competitive service, and without regard to chapter
51 and subchapter 11T of chapter 53 of such title relat-
ing to classification and General Schedule pav rates,
but at rafes not in excess of the maximum rate for
GS-18 of the General Scliedule under section 5332 of
such title;

(2) procure temporiry and intermitient services to
the same extent as is authorized by section 3109 of
title 3, United States Code, but al rates not to exceed
the comparable daily rate for a GS-18 under section
5332 of such title;

(3) aceept and utilize the services of voluntarv
and uncompensated personnel and reimburse them for
travel expenses, including per diem as authorized hy
sectien 5703 of title 5, United States Code:

{4) reccive money and other property donated, be-
queathed, or devised, without condition or restriction
othier than that it will be used for the purposes of the

Commission, and to use, zell, and otherwise dispose of
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such property for the purpose of earrying out the func-
tions ¢ the Commizsion under this title;

(5) enter into agreements with the General Serv-
ices Adminisiration for procurcment of necessary finen-
einl and administrative services, for which payment
shall be made by reimbursement from the funds of the
Commission in such amounts o may be agreed upon
by the Chairman of the Commission and the Adminis-
irotor of General Services; and

(6} enter into contracts with Pederal, State, and
local public agencics, private business concerns, institu-
ticng, and cther volunteer " ~eanizations for the conduet
of research, survevs, the preparation of reports, and
anyv other activity which the Commission deterniines to
be necessary.

COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS

Spe. 206, (1) Memhers of the Connnission who ;nl'o oth-
erwise emploved by the Federal Government shall serve
without compensation hut shall be veimbursed for travel, sub-
sistence, snd other necessary expenses newrred by them in
earrving oul the duties of the Comnussion.

(b) Members of the Conumission not otherwise employed
by the Federnt Government shadl receive $§100 per day when
tiey we eneaved in the performance of their duties as mem-

bers of the Commission and shall be entitled to reim-
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bursement for travel, subsistence, and other necessary
expenses incurred by them mcarrying out the duties of the
Commission.
TERMINATION OF THE COMMISSION

Sue. 307, The Commission shall terminate one hundred

and twenty dayvs alter the sulunission of the final report under
this title.
EXPENSES OF THE COMMISSION
SEc. 308, There are avthorized to be appropriated such
sums, not to exceed 3200,000 as may be necessury Lo carry

oul the provieions of this title.
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