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Virtual Volunteering Project 

The Human Side of the Internet: 
Fan-Based Online Groups Use the Internet to Make a Difference 

by Jayne Cravens, Virtual Volunteering Project Manager 

There are hunr.!reds -- thousands? -- of online conunwtlties for people who wanl lo lo share infonnaUon and excitement about a particular 
television show, movie, sports team, celebrity or literary genre. And just as oftline communities and groups will often "pass Ille hat" for a 
good cause, these Internet-based fan groups often end up engaging together oolioe or in person to improve their communities or to generate 
funds for a nonprofit organization. '!hey aren't directed by any formal organization to engage in philanthropy; these fans engage in these 
activities on their own, much to the delight of the charities that benefit. 

Here are some examples, and comments from members regarding how and why their philanthropic activities got started, and what makes 
them successful: 

• X-Files Fans (also known as Philes) 
Fans of this show engage in a multitude of philanthropic activities: 

o The fans who maintain the official Qi JU an AwJeooo Web site (QAWS) put together an online auction each May to raise 
money for Ne.urofibromatosis, Inc. a charity with which Anderson is affiliated (neuro.fibromatosis is a genetic disorder of the 
nervous system, one of the most common in the Unitt>.d Staf.('.S), Tn 1998, they raise.ct $24,000. 

o The Order of the Blessed St. Scully the Enigmatic (OBSSE) encouraged its fans to hold an "QRSSE SquHy Maaubgp"· 
participants gathered copies of the XF episodes that have been selected for Ille Marathon by OBSSE, and ask family, friends, 
coworkers, and "fellow X-phile fanatics" to donate $1 or more to Neurofibromatosis, Inc. for every episode they watched in 
succession. In May 1999, they raised more than $5,000. 

o When, "Stacey," a long-time and popular member of the newsgroup for the "X-Files", alt. tv.x-files (alld), died in Ille Fall of 
1998, several newsgroup members donated money to charities or held special events in her honor to raise money for 
charities. Sarah Aalderink, one of those event organizers, says she met Stacey through the newsgroup and considered her a 
close friend 

"She and I had many things in common and often spoke in e-mail about our respective children," Aalderink said. "When she 
died suddenly, it left a large void, not only in my life but in many lives. Manyofuscrie.d on each other's shoulders, via 
AIM. When I learned that Stacey's family had chosen a charity (Lifepath Hospice) to recieve memorial contributions, I 
offered, through a post to atxf, to gather donations together, consolidating the information, and pass the information and 
contributions along to Lifepath Hospice, forwarding a letter to Stacey's family as well. Once I had recieved all donations, I 
caialugUOO t.l:1em i.u a leUt:r tu Lifopaih Hmpi<.:e. I lllcn notified all cunlributun;, via e-mail, tlual I had recieve<l their 
conlribution, and totaled Ille donation, letting !hem know how mucb we donated as a group. 14 people participated. I also 
received approximately 30 e-mails thanking me for organizing this but saying that !hey prefered to donate separately. I'm 
certain more donations than that were made because atxf is a very large group. This was done strictly via newsgroups and 
e-mail. In fact, e-mail didn't really enter into the picrure until the donations started coming in." 

Aalderink recommends that any fan-based philanthropic group have a "chairman" who is well-recognized within the online 
community to lead online philanthropic activities. "USENET users can be suspicious people, with reason. Scams, spam, and 
trolls abound. It is very important to *know* and be known by the group or groups that you will solic:ite. Soliciting for 
memorial contributions for Stacey on a newsgroup like alt tv.x-files worked because Stacey was known on that group and 
I'm known on that group. I could have solicited on other groups that Stacey posted to but I wouldn't have expected any 
response::, as *I* OOca.rm: llu; w1kI1uWIJ in Lhal eq_uatiun." 

Aalderink also emphasized that reporting back to the group is vital, and that a personal thank you and summary should also 
be sent to each person who contributes. "Sending out a mass notification (sending to one person with 'carbon copies' to 
everyone else) is just plain rude. It talces a little more time to write individual e-mails but you are more likely to get a repeat 
donation the next time around." 

She added: "It is important to have a recognized spokesperson or a rallying point. For the OBSSE and GAWS auctions and 
donations, Gillian Anderson is the 'spokesperson.' For my project, Stacey was Ille rallying point, a sort of spokesperson. She 
was much loved and is still missed. Having a recognized spokesperson or rallying point will inspire more people to 
participate. I still wear my 'For Stacey' button aIC1und town and to sci-fl events. I know that one of the X•Files writers is using 
Stacey's name in an upcoming episode. It's this sort of pride and loyalty that a good or appropriate spokesperson can inspire." 

''If you are looking at soliciting funds or volunteers from a newsgroup, lurk on that group for a while, learn who the regniars 
are and then approach one of them in e-mail. This will give you the endorsement of a regular without the commitment of 
vears of lurking and reading. The endorsement of a regular will boost the "respectability" of your project and make it more 
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• S\\"on:i and Staff 
h110·//www sword-and-staff com/ 
Made up of fans of "Xena:Warrior Princess" who "work to better the lives of people in their own communities through donations and 
volW1teerism." In 1998, various chapters of the group raised almost $40,000 for the Rainforest Preservation Foundation, the Arizona 
AIDS Walk, the Domestic Violence Center of Howard County, the International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and 
Ncgkc! (USA), Invest In KJds Foundation (Ca.Tiada), Working Wardrobes for a New Start, Snohomish County Center for Battered 
Women, Gilda's Club Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, and Multiple Sclerosis Foundation, among MANY others. To date, 
Sword and Staff activities have resulted in more than $76,000 being donated to charitable organizations around the world. 

Debbie Cassetta, President of Sword and Staff, says profits from local fan festivals are also donated to charities. "They keep us 
informed of their activities, and supply us with copies of acknowledgment letters from the charities they support " "We also use the 
internet tf1 request that fan.s send donations of items that we will use in charity auctions. Without the type. of access to fa'lS that the 
internet provides. most of what we do would be impossible. It's always a pleasant swprise to open the mail and find autographed 
items 1.hat fans generously contribute. Our auctions are possible because cast, fans and fan clubs donate merchandise to Sword and 
Sraff. I am currently conduning approxirnatdy 12 online auctions a year, and each auction has between 15 and 40 itt:ms. Each of 
those items is donated by someone in the 'Xenaverse. "" Cassetta says fans take up charitable activities based on their own interest and 
c1vailability. "One summer, a fan from Denver took it upon herself to organize a fund drive in her home city to raise money to help 
finam:ially disadvantaged families buy school supplies for their children. Last September, 21 Sword and Staff members worked to 
ckan up a 2-1/2 mile stretch of shoreline in Queens, New York as part of the International Coastal Cleanup. Another Sword and Staff 
rnern~r \•"(}!unt~· her time the-'turtle patrol' which helps·l-o assure that-newly·hatehed·l:unles·mak.dtlo lheoceanso lhey·have·a­
chancc at survival. The Dutch fans are donating money to support an injured seal. The fans in Great Britain have adopted two 
children's hospil.a.ls, and direct their charitable activities to supporting them. " Cassetta volunteers to handle all administrative business 
for Sword and Srnff, as weii as maintain its web site and conduct the auctions (which are done via e-mail). There are six inwmacional 
liaisons who work with her and coordinate events in their own countries. They are from the Netherlands, Australia, New Zealand (2) 
and Great Britain (2). 

·rhc individual in1.emational liaisons will coordinate fan activity around a charitable event. They'll select the charity to benefit, making 
sure that it is a legitimate entity. They will then work to organize the event (usually a fest, auction, or raffle) and then assure that the 
('!l!"'('ks gti to Lhe appropriate charity. "lndi-vidual-fans·have· arrange<Hor-speci:fic·auctions·or-other-even.ts. One-recent-one·was·an audio 
fan fiction auction to benefit the Rainforest Preservation Foundation that raised approximately $4,6CK). The time, tapes, and voice of a 
fan, combined with the writing talent of the Xenaverse 'bards' made that possible. One of the amazing things about Xena fandom is 
il1e l,:lieul uf il's 'bar<ls', wrikn; who pru<lur..:t: qualily fan fiction that has I.a.kn hol<l of tJ1~ imaginaliun uf faus like nothing I've scxn in 
the past. A recent call for donations of stories by these bards, met with a great response, and the resulting auction raised nearly $5,000 
10 help combat child abuse." S.word and.Staff wasstarted.inMay of 1996, sbonly after tile first New York City XenafesL "Toe NYC 
~est Committee (I was the treasurer of the committee) raised $4,500 for charity. We intended to donate it to a NYC-based charity that 
states it mission as providing care for abandoned children afflicted with AIDS. When I approached the charity representative, I was 
~n!d in !"!.t' uncert...ain tt:rm::s that they would not accept our money. Thinking they misunderstood what I was saying, I stated plainly, 'I 
don't !hink you understand. I want to donate money to your organization.' The response I received was, 'You don't understand me. 
We don'1 want your money.' He didn't want to be associated with a bunch of Amazons." "I found that by using the internet to discu~ 
che rejecrion of the donmion and the often negative image that AW'P fans had, I was able to channel fan energy, as well as my own, to 
positive pursuits. The result of that is that in two years S&S has evolved into a very positive organization. It has and continues to help 
a growing number of worthwhile charities, and in the process has given fans bound by a common set of ideals a focus for the.ir 
energies. We took a bad situation (refusal of a donation) and turned it into a very positive force in the Xenaverse and the world at 
large. The generosity of Xena fans is unparalleled in my experience. It's a pleasure to be associated with them." When asked what 
wc1uld bi:' !:ht> one or-two most-itn.poWul! pieces-of advice·she·would·offer-to someon.e·who·wanted·toorganiz.e·a·group-lH,:e hers, 
Cassetta replied, "Visit a psychiatrist and stock up on Zantac or Rolaids. (grin). Seriously, my advice would be to love what you're 
doing. Know also that it will consume a large portion of your free time, so be aware of your other life commitments before you take 
tJ11 sud1 ai1 acli vily. h lakes a lul uf organizing am.l palit!IK.:t, an<l o[lt;n an i.nor<li.uale amuw1L of Limt!. TI1eft! will alway:s bi: sumtout! 
who thinks they can do it better, so be prepared for some negative criticism. It comes with the territory. Keep your goals in mind, be 
op('n to suggestions.and constructive criticism. accept help when.you.need.it. butdoiltletsomeone else's.agenda distract you.from 
ymu organizaliun's goals. And finally, if you're doing this for recognition for yourself or as a means to be recognized by someone 
else. then find something else to get involved in. This is not what this is about. 

Other Online Fan Groups Using the Internet to Engage in Philanthropy 
This rnfonnation is taken from the organization's Web site: 

• Barry Manilow Fan Clubs Charities 

htm· Umernbers aol com/varvove/harrvnet/hmneJ425 htm 
2aryoye@<1ol.com There are a large number of local Rarry Manilow fan clubs both inside and out.side the US, many with their own 
official charities. Some of the charities who have benefiued from these fans' activities: Walk for Hunger, Make a Wish Foundation, 
National Music Foundation, Toys for Tots, Ronald McDonald House, American Red Cross, American Cancer Society, World 
'Yli1Uiifo Fw1d and Children's Miracit: Nttwork. 

• PEACE - Adrian P.aul Fan Club 
httP'//memhcrs aol com/neaceantc/ 
pe::ice,ipfc@aoLcom Dedicated to the PRACF. (Protect F.ctucate Aid Children F.verywhere) Fund, joining corporate America and 
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Ho-11-vwood-t-o renerate-aid-fur chl-ldFen 1-R-Heed-whether it be· financial--Of educational. Pounded-in-the-fall of l998-by Adrian• Paul-, 
uncte"r the auspices of Athletes & Entertainers for Kids. 

• Meat Loaf UK Fan Club 
httn·//mernbers xoom com/Ml,lJKB':{Cont.epts httn 
info@mlukfc. freeserve. co. uk Holds fundraisers for the Cleft Lip & Palate .Asoociation, and use the Internet to coordinate and promote 
their philanthropic efforts. 

• International Fans of Shania Twain 
hUo-/lwww shania com/stfanwkhtin 
Works to support the singer's favorite charities, including Second Harve-.st, Kids Cafes Fund, and Rrr-.akfa...q for T .earning. 

• Christian Baie Fan Club 
http·//www chcistianhale orgkbfc btm 
Proceeds from the fan club are directed towards Ouistian's charities which include: Greenpeace, The Redwing Sanctuary, the Dian 
Fossey Gorilla Fund, and the Happy Child Mission, a school for street children in Brazil. 

• Elvis Connection 
htm·//home navisoftrom/nlanetlelvis htm1 
cpopadiuk@aol.com Fonned in 1993 with Grae.eland's approval. They are not a fan club; but an organization with a mandate to unite 
fans and raise money for charity. To date, nearly $7,000 has been donated to charity. 

• New Yori< Rangers Fan Club 
httP" //www rnonmouth com/::drngers/rangemlteam/nvr chth html 
They raise money to help with the fight against T .eukemia, Cancer, child abuse, and other charities that the RFC supports. 

• Mac Attack Pack?!! Cardinals Care 
hnnRwww macauru::Jmad:: com/ 
This not-for-profit organization, formed in 1997, says it is 11already one of the most successful fan clubs in the Major Leagues", with 
members in more than 40 states. "Cardinals Care" is an "expression of the St Louis Cardinals' commitment to its Community. The 
focus of Cardinals Care is on "Team Play" and on "Giving Something Back" to the community that has supported the Cardinals 
through tl1e years. 

• STARFLEET International 
httff //www sfi ow 
Founded by Star Trek enthusiasts in 1974, chapters (St.arships) of this group "offer opportunities to have fun while you serve your 
commWlity. We recognize crew members who have done extra service or distinguished themselves in service to ST ARH..,EET. In 
keeping with the problem-solving themes of Star Trek, our members do more than meet and talk about the show. The crews of the 
Fi(XL are active in support of charity. We believe that time is our most v-dluable gift, so we donate time to help per80118 and charitable 
organizations. We conduct fundraisers and volunteer our services to help our community." Charities which ST ARH.,EET takes part 
in include the Overseas Coupon Project, Stampede, and the Hershey's Chocolate Projeet. 

• Circle of Friends/ Casey Biggs Fanclub/ AIDS 
httn·//www muobio edu/-thomasnJ/fnmob html 
This non-profit charity organization supports the philanthropic interests and professional activities of actor Michael O'Hare. Charities 
supported include House of Ruth, a shelter for battered men, women, and children; Hale House, a facility caring for children with 
AIDS; Gay Men's Health Crisis Center, a center providing assistance to all AIDS victims; Foundation for Community 
Em.:ouragemt:nt; the Siemt Club; Muscular Dyi;trophy Association; and the Motion Picture and Television Fund Foundation, a 
support agency for aoyone in the industry in financial need 

• Susan's La Femme Nikita Message Board 
h@·J/www lnsideTheWeb comlmey.agehoardimb§ cgi'lacf!=Wb666S6 
Members oft.his online community raist"-d $12,000 Canadian to benefit the Mira Foundation, which provides helper dogs to people 
with disabilities; the money represents one dog fully trained and ready to be assigned. 

• Virtual Yol,mteering Resonrtes 
How to find and involve volwiteers working from home or work computers, online resources for volunteer managers, advice for 
individuals who want to volunteer virtually, etc. These pages are updated and added to each month. 

• How Your Agency Cao Utilize tbe Yirtual Vohmteering Pmket 
http://www. servi eel ea der. org/vv/ culture/fans.html Page 3 of 4 



1 he Human ~1Cle ot the Internet: 1-an-Hased Online Groups Use the Internet to Make a Difference 5/28/99 3:14 PM 

Tips on how to use this Web site, informaHon about our offl-i.ne services, and how we can hclp-you introduce or expa-nd vi-nual­
volunteering in your agency. 

• Yicnial Yolumeecing Proiect home page 

Information for those who wish to 
ouote from, copy and/or d.istrihnte the infonna.tjoo on this Web site 

If you find this or any other Virtual Volunteering Project information helpful, or would like to add infonnation based on your own experience, 
please contact us 

If you do use Virtual Volunteering Project materials in your own workshop or trainings, or republish materials in your own publications, 
please lei us know so that we can track how this infonnation is disseminated. 

pan. of rh(', Volunteerism and Community Epgagemeut Initiatives 
of the Charles A Dana Crnw: 
at the tJniversity of Texas Austin 

Copyright© 1999 The University of Texas at Austin. All Rights Reserved. 

I inking tn or fmm these pages 

http://www.servi eel eader. org/vv/ culture/fans.html 
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Effective Volunteerism - Serving the Community and its needs - A guidebook - Prese~_ted by the C~urch ... 

C 

Servicing · 
the Community 

e11oetlt10 llol141etu,ls11t 
,, ' ' 

ommunities_··.are. made· of peo111e,aif the ri~h~;t res Ju/~~ tf!l~'co',l).ll1~1\J1:y, ch~t,g'~ 
and growth are the individuals who·yolunteef tlieir tjnie to,soelal'hett¢rihent ·· 
activities: ; ' · ~, · ' ., ·· · , ' ,. ' ~ "· 

The range of sl\ills that volµnteers bring t? su¢h,effo~ js as·iµ~l\ite as.mru:ilond itself;. 
', ; ' ' ·, , 

< '•v ' ' ' ' ' 

Scieotologists who bring their _individuaL expertise ·to the sep,(c~>of ¢6ll1m\l!li1:y 
members are vo_lunteers like. no other; '.fhey hrh1g more. tha!l spirit .alYd intent.ion. to tl,e 
task at hand. They bring a broad range of pr?ctical' skil)ir with '"'hich, to r,em~c:jy confHct or 
upsets, improve communication, resolve st~dy-·probl~~s, reSt,off,Pe.;t'$0Qa'tiii_tegritY; 'ahd 
even handle failure in virtually every aspect, of life, '· ·. . ·. 

The Scientology volunteer is armed with fundamental principles. -- and .workable, 
proven solutions for th_eir application (virtually all of which call. be found in the 870-page 
book, The Scientoloau Hq,idbookl. · 

Many Scientologists have· also become ·voh,mt.~er:,Ministers ,, 
for their local Churches of Scientology,_ JJrovjdin_g ):ielp'a)).d ·· · 
compassion through slmple, basic assistance to.people-in · 
overcoming difficultie.s they may be l:\a'virlg in 'life, • .. ·. · ·.,. · 
Volunteer Ministers have alsq as.siste4'in · tile 'afteriiiatb ·of 
earthquakes, floods, fires and e~plosions. . 

Elsewhere, Volu.nteer Ministers v,:qrk ·qui~tly,to ,impi:o~e 
their communities: -In,-Austra}la; Volun_teer<Minist:er~ ,t:Ufor 
aboriginal youth. In South Afrjca, the~•\~ctiJre on 'hov,: to . : · .. .· . . '.. • 
improve person~! communication· and. st11dy .•skills. 40d:ih Las•Vegas; Neva\ia, a.Youn~ 
girl is assisted to becb_me more hones"tJand-:e'tfifccitiirli\f.:.: ::'·t~•~-· · ' -.,->< ,, ', .. 

. .~' . 

Naxt 

I Previous I &ltt 1 
I Contents I Related Sites ifuunl: I Sl!r= I Bookstore I 

info@scientology net 

© 1998 Church of Scientology International. All Rights Reserved, 

For Tradem11rk Information 

http :I/community. vo lu nteerm in isters.org/page02. htm 
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TechVot: linking technical volunteers with nonprofits 5/5/99 9:40 AM 

TEcHVoL 
Ile/piny nonpr,ljit.o; help tlwmscfocs on the urclJ. 

Purpose 

TechVol is a completely nonprofit site that functions as a clearing house to link charitable organizations with 
technically skilled mentors, especially those who can help develop functional Web sites. Many small nonprofits 
lack the technical expertise to build and maintain a Web site yet might see tremendous benefit by having a venue 
through which to distribute current information. Potential viewers of a nonprofit's site include donors, volunteers, 
beneficiaries, and collaborators. 

Post a Volunteer Opportunity 

Approach 

TechVol encourages voluteers to teach members within nonprofits how to build and update a site on their own. The 
more common alternative, namely that the volunteer takes total control of the organization's Web site, often 
results in a site which becomes grossly outdated, defeating the most significant advantage that the Web has over 
other media. 

See also this ~ that lists resources for setting up a page on your own. 

Hardware Initiative 

On top of linking nonprofits with Web volunteers, TechVol now endeavors to provide a medium through which 
individuals and corporations can donate slightly obsolete computer hardware. 501[c][3] nonprofit organizations 
are particularly attractive to donors in this regard. In the US, donations to 501[c][3] charities are tax-deductible. 
The intereted viewer might look at the precise definitions of the law at 26 USC Sec. 501 (to see what types of 
organizations qualify) and 26 USC Sec 1zq (to see what deductions qualify), but should keep in mind that this 
material is directed towards legal experts. 

Post Equipment for Donation I l Request Equipment for a Charity 

List Equipment Posted for Donation 11 List Reouests for Eouinment 

You may send requests/or either equipment or volunteer time to admin@techvoi,orq. 

http://www. tee hvol .com/ Page 1 of 1 
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Hey New York, 

Voluntech.org is a group of technical volunteers who use their spare time and expertise for serving non-profit and 
community service organizations. Our goal is to help community organizations in the New York City area take 
advantage of the latest computer and communications technologies so that they can operate at their peak 
effectiveness. We achieve this goal by: 

1. Helping community organizations better understand their technology needs. 
2. Volunteering for specific, short term projects that will leave the organizations better able to serve their 

communities. 

Got computer skills? Want to help? We invite you to ... 

Find Out What's S d th d I Be A Part of the See where ou 
~ 5-olution! in1 

Know an organizations that could use some help? 

See what we can do for 
YQ.Y.l 

http://www. vo I u ntech.org/home.html Page 1 of 1 



1he following organizations are currently seeking computer/technical volunteers through Voluntech.org. Each name 
links to a full description of the organization and the projects they currently have available. 

Team Tech Casa Court AQI1ointed S_p~al Advocat§ 

• Novell Networking 
• Team Tech Comouter instruction • E-mail Consultation 
• Team Tech Americoms Volunteer Mentoring • Website Consultation 

• dAase Transfer 

• weeksville Kindergarten Computer lnstruction • Book Buddies / Comoaneros de Libros 
• Gemna on Track 

~ Qi~ 

• Mentoring • Web Site Design Help 
• Svstems Suooort • Graohic Pesian 

~ ELMCOR Youth and Adult Services ------------------------

• Membership Database Extension 
• Macintosh System Consulting 

• ELMCOR Windows NT Network Consulting 
• El MCOR Windows / MS Office Training 
• ELMCOR Windows NI Workstation Support 

• Youth and family Services Database Consultant 
• Community Comouter Classes • Staff Computer Clinic 
• Ooen Access Supervisors • Staff Database Seminar 

• Community Computer Classes 

• GIS consultant 
• Web page consulting 
• Internet communications 

• Hardware Assesment - Mobile Computer lab 
• Mac / PC Support Technician 

• Proiect Enterprise Information System 
• Fuodraisina Database 
• Credit Card Web Transactions 

• Mac Hardware I Software Support 
• Graphic Design I Problem Solving with Computers 

• College Transcript Database Form Automation 
• College Counseling and Student Internship Office Systems Consultant 

• Internet Trainer • School Web Sile Consulting 
• School Information Kiosk 
• Multimedia School Brochure 

• Access Client info Database • Agency Web Site and E-Mail Consulting 

• Enrollment Database • Proiect Database I Entrv Form 
• Data Flow Analysis • Graphic Design 

\ 
• Office Systems Advisor 
• Staff Training Seminar Leader 

http://www. vo lu ntec h .org/c lients. htm I Page 1 of 2 
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Client Software 

Search d1stnb11ted-ON 

distributed net 
The Fastest Computer on Earth 

Welcome~ 

Welcome to distributed.net - a clearing house for all things distributed. 

To get started read How TO Help. Most of your questions will probably be 
addressed in our EAQ.s. or can be answered on our Mailing I iStS, If you are 
interested in helping fund other distributed.net projects, please visit our 
donations naoe-

The administrators and main personnel at distributed.net Issue periodic 
status reports and updates, which we've termed thf' State of the Net 11ddress. 

• distributed.net JllitD.li are onllne. 
• Grab a desktop picture of our new J..Q.o.Q.. 

Currently,ft 11\S) 

Got some ideas for our next generation of clients? Submit them h.f.r..e.! 

The RCS contest(~) Is now In progress. 

What is Distributed.Net? 

As a "loosely knlt" group of computer users from all over the world, we take 
up challenges which require a lot of computing power. We solve these by 
distributing the cpu power needed over the computers of our members. 
That's why we are called "distributed.net". Read more about It In our m.i.SS.i..Q.o_ 
statement-

How can you participate? 

It's very simple to participate in our challenges. You only need to download a 
small client program which contacts our servers and will process part of the 
current challenge. We only use the computer's Idle time, so when you want to 
use your computer, the client will automatically use less processor time until 
you stop working on your computer again. For more Info on downloading and 
running the client, look at our How-to pagp. 

What's in it for you? 

There are several reasons why you should join us. First of all, our main goal 
is to explore the posslbilltles of distributed computing. Together we can learn 
more about this exciting new form of computing. Second, if we solve the RSA 
Challenges, we win $10000! There's $1000 or $2000 for you If your computer 
ls the one that finds the right key. Third, we have some nifty ~- The 
more keys you process, the higher you wlll be ranked. And of course you want 
to stay above your friends, right? ;) 

Three victories for distributed.net so far ••• 

Our first victory was announced at 13:25 GMT on 19-0ct-1997 Indicating that 
we had found the correct solution for RSA Labs' RCS-32/12/7 56-bit 
secret-key challenge. Confirmed by RSA Labs, the key Ox532B744CC20999 
presented us with the plalntext message for whlch we have been searching 
these past 250 days ... 

Our second victory was announced on 24-Feb-1998 confirming that we had 
found the correct solution for the RSA Labs' DES-11-1 56-bit secret-key 
challenge. The solution key was 76 9E BC D9 F2 2F SD EA and was found after 
40 days of work. 

On 19-Jan-1999 our third victory came when we submitted the solution key 
for the RSA Labs' DES-III 56-blt secret-key challenge. In this effort, we 
coordinated with the Electronic Frontier Foundation's DES Cracker dedicated 
hardware solution to Identify the correct key In less than 24 hours. 

Visit our Press Boom for more Information and to read the announcements. 

Need more information? 

If you want to learn more about our project, try the following: 

• Read our How To Hein-
• There are several EAQ.'...s.. 
• We have some Mailing liSts you can Join. 
• For our International members, you can contact your .Bf_gl,o_n.aL 
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representative who wlU answer your questions in your native language. 
• There are always people online on our lRC channel "#distributed" on 

the Efnet. 
• Just browse our site; you'll see a lot of Interesting things! 

How can you help distributed.net 

Besides running the client, there are other things you can do to help, some of 
which require little or no effort on your part. Read more about them on the 
Haw Ta Donate naae-

Who"s behind this project 

Founded In 1997, we've grown to become a very large network of users all 
over the world. Most of us Just run the clients, but on our Credits page you 
can find the people administering the network and coding the clients. 

l::i.Q.me. - History Ilmelioe - Ml.S.£19.o. • How Io He/a • ~ • Sta..ti.ili.'-5 
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