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By Bill Clinton

WASHINGTON
pathy i5 dead.

Of everything 1've
learned in my [irst
few weeks in 'the
White House, that's
the thing that's made

me the happiest. Whether or not the
people I've met outside the capital
support the changes [ have proposed,
they're all saying they're ready to
rebuild our country,

But they know, as 1 dg, that no
economic plan can do it alone. A plan
can make vaccines available to chil-
dren, but alone It will not administer
the shots to all of them. It can-put
security guards in the schools, but
alone it will not take gangs off the
streets. And It can provide more aid
for college, but slone it will not make
the cosis of college less dazunting for
the middie class.

That's why | believe we need na.
tional service — pow..

If Congress acts guickly enough, just
months {from now more than 1,000
young people will start serving our
country in a special summer effort. In
four years, the successors to lhese
pioneers will multiply a hundredfoid.
Imagine: an army of 100,000 young
people restoring urban and rural com-
munities and glving their labor in re-
turn for education and training.

National service is an idea as old as
America. Time and again, our people

* have found new ways {0 honor citizen-
ship and match the needs of changing
times,

Lincoin’s Homestead Act rewarded
those who had the courage to settle the
frontier with the land to raise a family,
Franklin D. Rogsevelt's Soclal Securl-
Ly Act insured that Americans who
work a lfetime can grow old with
dignity. Harry $. Truman's G.I. Bill
rewarded the service of my father's
generation, transforming youthful vet-
erans into an army of educated civil-
ians thal led our nation inlo & new era,

For my generation, the reality of
national service was borm 32 years
ago lemorrow, when President John
F. Kennedy created the Peace Corps.
At iis peak, the Peace Corps enrolled
only 16,000 volunteers yet it changed
the way a generation of Americans
look al themselves and the world,

Today, the spirit of our people once
again can meet head-on the troubles
of our times.

The task {s a3 complex as our chal-

President . Clinton will deliver a
speech on national service tomorrow
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National Service — Now

lenge is greal. We must combine the
intensity of the post-World War |i
years wilh the idealism of the early
1960's — and hetp young people afford
& college education or job training.
In 1993, we'll restore the spirit of
service by asking our people to serve

" here at home. We won't refight the

wars we won, but we'll tackle the
growing domestic dangers that
threaten our future,

Cur new initiative will embody the
Sarne principles as the old G,I. Bill. It
will challenge our people to serve our
country and do the work that should
— and must — be done. 1t will give
thase who serve the honor and re-
wards they deserve, It will invest in
the future of the quiet heroes who
invest in the future of others.

The national Service legislation
that 1 wili send to Congress shortly
will give our people the chance to
serve in two basic ways:

First, it will make it easier for
young people to hold low-paying pub-
lig service jobs and stlll pay off their
student loans,

Under our program, Americans
will be able to borrow the money they
need for college and pay it back as a
small percentage of their Income
over time. By glving praduates the
chance to repay loans on an afford.
able, reasonable schedule, this “in-
come-contingent" program will allow
our people to do the work that our
communiiles really need.

Second, our legislatipn will create
new opportunities for Americans to
serve our country for a year or two —

and recelve financial suppaort lor edu-

cation or lraining in return.
We'll offer people of different ages
and educational levels diflerent ways

to serve. And to focus cur energies and

get the most for oir money, we'll direct
special attention to a lew areas:

¢ We'll ask thousands of young peo- -

ple ta serve in our schools — some as
teachers, others as youth mentors,
reading specialists and math tutors.

They'll join the effort to insure that

our schoals ofter the best education In
the world,

Federal s:eed )

moriey, but local -

management,

e we'll send people Into medical
clinics 10 help immunize the natlon’s
2-year-olds. Some participanis will be

qualified to give the shats, but thou. .
sands of others can provide essential -
support, contacting parents -and :

following up to make sure children
get the shots they need. -

* We'll help police forces across the

ébunlry _through & new Police Corps )

trained to walk beals. We'll als¢ or-
ganize others In our communities 10
keep kidz out of gangs and off drugs,

© . e We'll put still others to work con-

trolling pollution and Fecycling waste;

1o help insure that we pass on o our

children’s natjon that is clean and
‘safe for years to come.

-Qur natlonal. service program wm
offer more than benefits to individ-

uals. We'll help pay operating costs -
for community groups with proved
-, track records, providing the suppart

they'llueedlo grow, And we'll et

entrepreneurs compete for venture -

capital to develop new servioe pro-
grams.

"While the Federa! Government will
provide. the seéd money for national

: gervice, we are determined that the
participants —~ the. indjvidials who.

serve and the groups: that sponsor

" thelr service - will guide the process.

Spending tens of. thiltlons of tax"dol-

. !arl to bul!d a mlssive burenucracy-

would be self-defeating; 1t would
squash the spirit of innovation thal
national service'demands. .
By design, our national service pro-'
gram will not happen overnight. In-
stead, it will grow year by year, with
funding reaching $3 billion in. 3997,
And as I've sald many tmes, ! be-
lieve it will be the best money we ever
spend.
It Cpngr_us glvec us the chance,
this summer ‘'we'll create an elght-

" week . Jeadership training program.

We'll recruit more than 1,000 young

- people for special projects to meet

the needs of children at risk — and to.
traln the first class of full-year par-
Ud tg. -

* Inthe first full year of our lniultive.

we'll launch our fNexible loan program
and alm to put teas of thousands of
people ‘to work, By 1997, more than
100,000 cltizens could be serving our

" country, getting education and train.,
.ing benelits in return. And hundréds
of- thousandl more people could be

dolng Ilwiluabie work because cul-

lege’ loans no longer block the WAY. "
But the best planning and the musr.
ambitious design won't make this vj-

- slan ol national service a reality. That

resporisibility -ultimately rests’ w}th

the American pecple.

1 am convinced that after 12 years

" of drifiing apars instead of working

together we are ready to meet the
challenge. From a ‘I4-year-old boy in”

" North Dakota who sent us -$1,000- tor

help pay off the deficit, to a 9%-year-
oid widower in Kansas who followed
his example, psaple are demonstrats
ing that they want to give lomel.hlr;g
back to their nation, .

National service will exercise our

“talents and rebuild cur communities

It will barness the energy of our
youth and aitack the probletas of oUr
unn.ltwﬂlbrmwgeulermmd
women of every age and race and lft
up our natlon's spirit. And for all pf

‘"S.uwulrekludleﬂnexdumiﬂ

belng Americans.



