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Volunteers have made
marks throughout hlstory

To my knowledge, no one has ever
researched the history of volunteerism.
Was the battle at Little Big Horn a group
“of fathers and sons attending a Scout cam-
poree that got out of hand?

Was some poor mother volunteered by'

her kid to bring the potato salad for 500 for
the first Thanksgiving at Plymeuth Rock”

1 suspect we will never know for sure,
but of one thing I'm certain. Volunteerism
prepares you for greatness.

. Leafing through the pages of history, you
can almost read between the lines. Take
Sadie Orchard. Do you think her becoming
. the first woman to drive a stagecoach in
" 1880 in the Wild West was by accident? Get
hold of yourself. This woman had been a
veteran of five years of stagecoach pool-
ing, hauling kids around from one outpost
" to another for everything you can think of
from kicking-the-can -Little Leagues to
" intramural barrel races. History reports
she carried a bullwhip. Don’t we all.

And what about Rebecca M. Winbourne,
who was known as the Betsy Ross of the
Confederacy for making a flag that was

_ .;ggp_t;ed by the Confederate Congress in
17

Women don’t go around making flags for
a hobby. I smell a committee here who
needed a woman to make a flag out of old
dyed flour sacks in less than two weeks.
They picked on poor Rebecca who had
come to their first meeting . . . as a guest.

And what mother who ever suffered
through merit badges has not wept for

Erma Bombeck

Evelyn Cheeseman, who traveled alone
among cannibals in the South Pacific in
1881, and collected more than 42,000
insects and parasitic worms.

Recognition for volunteers even existed
at the turn of the century, but what's the
use if you don't get the media out? There-
fore on Oct. 24, 1901, I suspect some health
organization sent Annie Edson Taylor over
Niagara Falls in a barrel. The trip took 35
minutes and got her on the wire services,
along with the cause.’

And who could forget Josephine Schauer
Blatt of New Jersey, who is credited with
making the greatest lift ever made ?{1 a
woman — 3,564 pounds. And why not? Only
a year before on a field trip with 85 pre-
schoolers on a picnic, she picked up a car-
riage and threatened them with walking
back to town if they didn’t shape up. '

The volunteer is a species that has
endured in America. 1 do not presume to
suggest what their epitaph will be,

But Katharine Elisabeth Goethe’s is as
good as any: “Say that Frau Goethe is
unable to come, she is busy dying at the
moment.”

Erma Bombeck writes for Field Syndi- .
cate. Her column a rs in the Sunday
News Journal and Wednesday and Thurs-
day in Pace. )




When they are spoken of they re
_ referred 1o as “social do-gooders“ or
the “rich old ladies of calises” or
“members of the ball-of the-month
club -

“You've all Seen" them on society
pages in their rustling suédes hand.
- ing-a check ovér to someone at &
luncheon where crab quiche is being
served and champagne flows.

They're harmless. They keep busy

They bother no one,

* They bother mé. Too long I've sat
by and marveled at their low profile,
- their. dis¢iplined drive and their

awesome: contribution to-this coun-

" try:without saying a word.
. Without any fanfere whatsoever,
thiese women (who don't have to do
anything)-have silently built muse-
' ums, sustained operas, fed the poor,
funded. shelters; erected hospitals,
created parks, effected citves for dis-
. eases, raised W research,

frlch old ladtes we ‘couldn’t do wzthout--v

By EBMA BOMBECK ' -

provided schools dnd scholarships

perpetuated ‘the arts and brought

dignity and opportunity to people
they will never see. to lives they
could never imagine.

In Dayton, Ohio, the art in the
Dayton Art Institute wa$ in danger,
thanks to a'iea,ky roef. The building
was not accessible to the handi-

- capped. Mrs. Frederick +C. Stith
‘(Pfeife} and her commit'_(e_e raised

more than $1.8 million.

In Baltimore the WOme'ns'Board'

JBYET

of Johns Hopkms Hospnal has raised
$3 million oVer the last 10 years for
the benefit of the hospital. In Chi-
cago,- while 25 debutantes danced,

-: the Womeén's Board of the Northwest-

ern Memorial Hospitals wound up
their drive for $2.8 million,for the
purchase of a2 magnetic resonance X-
ray machine. In San Diego, Calif., the
Jewel Ball again raised more than

-, $125,000, for  service projects. In
.Cleveland, Tund-raiser Jeannie Jones

said the women suffer from “benefi-
titis™ but §7° mllllon was raised for
the orchestra in that city.

This isn't even the tip of the ice-
berg for all the fund-raising that is
going on all aver the coufitry by
these women. What makes them
unique is how they do it. Most of
them cut their teeth on money-mak-
ing projects such’ as brownie- sales,
church bazaars and. car washes, but-

" as 1he needs becarhe greatw them:

* to go with it. 1 wouldn’t want to kn

Their fund-raising is a lot of beggin|
a lot of unreturned phone calls, a |
of trade-offs and arm-twisting for d;:
nations and patrons

But God love 'em, they pull it off’ I
have spoken at benefits in towns I§:

grew into a good ol' girls networg

small you could carpet them for un-
der $36. Miraculously, when the cuy-
tain opeted, there were 2,500 peegge
in black ties and gowns who pei
ridiculous amount of money for tHe
privilege of dressing yp formally m
a Tuesday night.

The “rich old ladies” (most
them are not that old) have hid
their place in the sun. They'll fa
into oblivien. But when you re 5

one for these “social do-gooders" :
be glad they have a social conscienfe

what this country wouid be withd

: R
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_ 'Ihe#natomﬁofévolunteer who
was asked to.fif} & table of eight for a-
: ﬂesﬂoﬂbmeﬂﬁngmy _

“'Monday: Called Jeanette,
Jeaneuebmghtaticketandinmm
 s0ld me two tickets.for 3 gymnastic
mmwmmmmmmrs
| tothe inangural..

“Tuesday: SawMarge
' swmarketmboughtaﬁcket
| and sold me two tickets to a ball to

| fund “Save the Whale Sperm.” Gave

- me 60 fiyers to distribute for a race
tobe nm a week from Sunday to

| Stamp Out Puberty Among Our

' Ymmg?eople. :

- Tossdpy night: At the tennis
match.matI&ncywhobmxgma
ticket and in-tum sold me 10 chances
.| onapeny-and enlisted me to sell
-{ peamit brittie to-benefit restoration
of an 1890 brothel that was being tom
1. dowm to build a 1980 brothel.

Thursday morning: Sold two
-} tickets to Elaine who sold mea
-gookbook and two tickets toa .
- luncheon with:proceeds going toa -
. Home for Rétired Girl Scout Cookie
Chairmen.

'l‘luusdlyanemm Called Marty
Maoldherancim.hlanyin '
- etwim, asked me to make a table
-teeoration for a luncheon and solicit

a Welght Watchers scholarship asa

door prize. The hincheon would -

beneﬁt a Shotmobile that would -}
ﬂushmto the elder:iy i £

mystyleshawhuts@edmeupto :
drive a group of Women in Crisis:~
Over Night Driving to & concert
Friday night.

Friday: Saw Helen selling

fruitcakes in a supermarket to buy a
camper for the nuns at the school.
She reminded me that when she
bought a titket from me last year for
the Sponsor-a-Tree picnic, I told her
1 would colleet door-to-door for Foot
Heaith Week coming up next month.

Friday afternoon; Heard Marsha

'just got home from the hospital and

wanted to get to her before anyone
else. Sold her two tickets to the style
show, but not before she made me
promise to serve as.chairman of the
next year's Devotion to Motherhood
and Wine-Tasting Seminar,

. Saturday morning: Georgia
finally returned my call. Before I

-could ritaks my pitch, she asked me -

to fil} a table of eight-for a style show |
benefiting needy children.

. Is there no compassion left fora
volunﬁeeraﬂtmngtrom'!‘ermmal

'Weakness?
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