

















pounds up to ten thousand pounds were allocated. There
was a phenomenal response with one thousand queries
resulting in five hundred applications giving the National
Committee a difficult task and an indication of the amount of
work being carried out by volunteers in all corners of the
country. Projects were funded through a range of small local
to large national organisations undertaking a wide range of
work, from volunteer Samaritans on the streets of Temple
Bar to volunteer visitors on the roads of Malin Head, from
students giving a listening ear to volunteers patrolling the
Wicklow uplands and from transition year students bearing
flowers to older people learning to produce radio programmes.
A report was published in September 2002, outlining the
work undertaken by these grant-aided organisations during
2001 entitled, ‘Volunteering, a Different View on Life.

A website was developed at www.ncvireland.ie

A commemorative postage frank appeared on all letters during
June and July zoo1.

30,000 ‘I Volunteer’ Celebration Packs were published and
sent to volunteer-involving organisations, for use in celebrating
International Year of Volunteers. The honourable Christine
Campbell MP who had responsibility for [YV2001 in Victoria
Australia helped us to launch the ‘I Volunteer’ Pack in Dublin
and featured prominently with Irish and visiting volunteers
in the national media.

The National Committee on Volunteering commissioned five
Irish poets to write a poem on the theme of volunteering and
published these in card form with an original illustration by
Brian Cronin, a well-known Irish illustration artist, now living
in New York. The poems were humorous and serious, told
stories and expressed ideas and remain as a legacy to IYV
2001. These are reproduced throughout the report.

A sculpture, which was commissioned through competition
and presented by an Taoiseach to each local authority in the
country at a major ceremony at the end of 2001, was designed
by Alan Ardiff. He called it ‘Taking a Step Forward'.

The finely crafted gold and silver feathers on a balance, he
described as the volunteer ‘tipping the balance of individual
lives and society as a whole'. Local authorities around the country
held local ceremonies to hang the sculpture in a prominent
place and recognise the work of their local volunteers.

From this the title ‘Tipping the Balance’ was chosen for this
publication and also as the name for the conference which was
organised jointly with the International Year of Volunteers
Committee, Northern Ireland, in Cavan in November 2001.
Some of the best known names in volunteering world-wide
came to speak. These included Kumi Nidoo, Secretary General
of CIVICUS, the World Alliance for Citizen Participation, Sharon
Capeling Alakija, United Nations Executive Co-ordinator and
Liz Burns, President of the European Volunteer Centre.

Our local volunteers, North and South, also contributed
inspirational speeches. Delegate contributions at workshops
provided stimulating debate. A conference report entitled
Tipping the Balance — Celebrating Volunteer Involvement, Past,
Present and Future, was published in June 2002 and disseminated
widely. The conference agreed a declaration on volunteering
jointly between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland
and we hope that it will facilitate close working between
volunteers North and South into the future.

As the year drew to a close another arts project commissioned
by competition, used the space and medium of television
advertising to present a piece of artwork to the public.
Photographer Liam O'Callaghan's theory that advertising,
while still a powerful force, has lost its ability to stimulate the
senses, was the basis for his use of still photography to present
silent volunteering images on television amidst the bombardment
of Christmas advertising.
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